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erback Jared Goff. 


La or 354 yards and 


twotouchdowns as the 
Rams bounced back from 
last week;s road lossito the 
Minnesota Vikings 


RAMS SHUT DOWN SAINTS 


The defense kept quarterback Drew Brees 
and his high-powered offense in check in a 
26-20 victory over New Orleans. SPORTS 1 
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BEACHES 


ALLEGATIONS 


Conyers 
quilting 
top post 
on panel 


Democrat 
denies acting 
inappropriately 


By Hope Yen 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Michigan Rep. 
John Conyers, under investiga- 
tion over allegations he sexu- 
ally harassed female staff mem- 
bers, said Sunday that he will step 
aside as the top Democrat on the 
House Judiciary Committee while 
fiercely denying he acted inappro- 


; priately during his long tenure in 
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The Seal Beach Pier was damaged when the vacant Ruby’s Diner at the end of the pier burned down in 2016, and the city is still working to 
repair the damage. Still, three-quarters of the pier remains open to the public, and it is a hub of activity. Walkers and tourists visit the pier 
daily. A contract to repair the pier is expected to be awarded by the end of next year. 


Congress. 

In a statement, the 88-year- 
old lawmaker made clear he 
would prefer to keep his leader- 
ship role on the committee, which 
has wide jurisdic- 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PIERS ARE 
GET TING MAKEOVERS WORTH MILLIONS 


By Laylan Connelly 


Iconnelly@scng.com >> @ocbeaches on Twitter ; A 


The list of people who love piers is long. 

Anglers drop fishing lines and lean 
against railings, hoping to catch some- 
thing big. Walkers stroll to piers’ ends, 
taking in a salty sunrise or a day’s final 
moment, when the sun is a fiery line on 
the horizon. Surfers love how piers reshape 
the waves and, for extra thrills, sometimes 
zoom among the pilings. 

And, of course, lovers love piers. Count- 
less first dates and first kisses and mar- 
riage proposals have happened on the piers 
that poke out from beaches from Malibu 
to San Clemente. 

But in Southern California, we’re also 
tough on our piers. 

In many communities, the local pier was 
one of the first things built, a lure to draw 
visitors and the de-facto mall before malls 
were invented. 


tion over U.S. law 
enforcement, from 
civil rights and im- 
peachment of fed- 
eral officials to 
sexual harassment 
protections. 

But Conyers ac- 
knowledged that 
maintaining the 
post would be a distraction “in 
light of the attention drawn by 
recent allegations made against 
me.” 

“I have come to believe that my 
presence as ranking member on 
the committee would not serve 
these efforts while the Ethics 
Committee investigation is pend- 
ing,” he said. “I cannot in good 
conscience allow these charges 
to undermine my colleagues in 
the Democratic Caucus, and my 
friends on both sides of the aisle 
in the Judiciary Committee and 
the House of Representatives.” 

Denying the allegations, Cony- 
ers, a member of the Congressio- 
nal Black Caucus who was first 
elected to the House in 1964, 
urged lawmakers to allow him 
“due process.” 


Conyers 


Some piers, like the former Aliso Beach 
Pier that was deemed irreparable in the 
late 1990s, couldn’t stand the test of time. 

Others, like the piers in Malibu and 
San Clemente, have taken such a thrash- 
ing from the waves and salt air that they 
need extra maintenance to stave off de- 
terioration. Seal Beach’s pier is partially 
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Educational signs along the San Clemente Pier that highlight the town’s history are being 
replaced as part of the renovation of the pier. 

“To this town, everyone who has grown up in San 
Clemente had some memory at the pier, whether it was 
a first date or marriage proposal.” 


— Jim Nielsen, a founder of PierPride, which raised about $100,000 to sand and paint the pier 


“I very much look forward to 
vindicating myself and my fam- 
ily,” Conyers said. 

News website BuzzFeed re- 
ported last Monday that Conyers’ 
office paid a woman more than 
$27,000 under a confidentiality 
agreement to settle a complaint 
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REALID ACT 


California DMV to offer new 
federal ID for domestic flights 
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Oil wells, pipelines and utility poles are scattered across the landscape 
at Newport Banning Ranch in Newport Beach. 


ENVIRONMENT 


Newport Beach might pull Banning Ranch approvals 
A long-planned development of hundreds of homes and expansive retail 
space on the historic oil field will likely take a hit Tuesday. tocaL1 


MEDIA 


Meredith Corp. to buy 
Time Inc. for $2.8 billion 


> 70/51 | 70/48 


Full weather forecast » LOCAL 10 


Customer Service: 714-796-7777 


Conservative activists and ma- 
jor Republican donors Charles 
and David Koch will contribute 
$650 million. News 9 


Applications 
will be accepted 
starting Jan. 22 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


California residents who typ- 
ically use their state driver’s li- 
censes or identification cards to 
board domestic flights will soon 
have to either present their U.S. 
passports or obtain new feder- 
ally approved identification to 
travel within the country by 
plane. 

By Oct. 1, 2020, all states 
must meet standards set by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security for driver’s licenses 
and identification cards to be 
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The new identification cards, which carry special markings for 
security purposes, are known as REAL IDs. 


accepted for federal purposes, 
such as boarding a domestic 
flight or visiting a military base. 

This is due to the U.S. REAL 


ID Act, which was enacted in 
2005 to make IDs more secure 
in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
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